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Urashima Abroad: International Perspectives on Otogizoshi and Folk Tales
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How are otogizoshi, short stories from the Muromachi period, seen from an international perspective? We will
discuss the current state of English-language otogizoshi research and the significance of teaching otogizoshi in

English. Using "Urashima Tard" as an example, we will consider the reception of otogizoshi and folk tales in the

English-speaking world during the Meiji period. How did Western intellectuals translate, interpret, rewrite, and

publish Japanese folk tales? We will examine Meiji-period Western intellectuals' ways of thinking about folk tales

through their explorations of commonality and difference, the universal and the exotic.
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